2019
Blanc de Noirs
Sparkling Pinot Noir

VARIETAL FERMENTATION

Pinot Noir Indigenous
PRODUCTION ALC/VOL

170 Cases 12.5%
APPELLATION VESSEL

Sta. Rita Hills Neutral barrique
VINEYARD ELEVAGE

Rinconada 7 mos. neutral barrels

4.5 yrs. on tirage

TASTING NOTES

Far from frothy, with a nucleus of fine bubbles rising
from the bottom of the glass, this Blanc de Noirs is
energetic and ready to drink. Aromas of flint and
seafoam find the warmth of nutty, just-caramelized
green apple thanks to some air in barrel before lees
aging in bottle, and yes, it’s a laser beam at first sip, but
then the wine fans out into layers of cascading, zippy
fruit, minerality and zest. The conclusion? The same
Pinot Noir that put the Sta. Rita Hills on the map does
Blanc de Noirs justice too.

VINEYARD

As is standard for our sparkling wine program, the
grapes for Sandhi’s Sta. Rita Hills Blancs de Blancs and
Blancs de Noirs come from a select few sites that show
the potential for outstanding méthode Champenoise
wines. In the case of this 2019 Blanc de Noirs, the
Pinot Noir was sourced entirely from a single block of
a single site — 22-year-old Mount Eden clone Pinot
Noir at Rinconada Vineyard. While our Rinconada
Chardonnay grows in deeper clay soils, lending
unmistakable texture and openness to that wine, the
Pinot Noir for Blanc de Noirs sits on a shallower,
rockier hillside, making the snappiness and tension
from these established vines nestled by cool breezes
simply perfect for bubbles.

CM sandhiwines.com



